
 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR NRLC PRESIDENT 

Dear NRLC Members, 

I would first like to thank Kirsten Becker for taking the time to put together this newsletter.  My hope is that more and more consistent communication will help keep 
our club active and thriving.  I would also like to thank and congratulate all the NRLC members that were involved in organizing and running the LCA National 
Specialty in Warwick, RI.  It was a wonderful event filled with many activities for our members and their Leos.  The LCA is planning for the National to come east 
again in 2014, and I hope the NRLC members step up again and bring the National into our region. 

I now need to bring to your attention an issue that is paramount to the continued success and continued existence of our club.  That issue is volunteers.  Please refer 
back to the survey that was completed by many of our members.  We got great responses on the type of events the club should support, where these events should 
occur and who would attend what types of events.  What we didn’t get are members willing to step up, organize, and chair events.  To remain an LCA recognized 
and supported club with the option of sponsoring an AKC pointed show we must do the following three things every year: 

1. Sponsor at least one social event 
2. Participate in at least one educational event 
3. Sponsor at least one non-pointed LCA traditional show with written judge critiques. 

This is nothing new.  The LCA regional clubs, including the NRLC, have been doing this for years.  The results of the survey indicate there are only four NRLC 
members willing to Chair a show; three are Board members.  I know of six others that will help with a show but it seems it’s always the same ten members that are 
stepping up and carrying the load for the entire club.  We all have the love of our Leos in common and most of us enjoy spending time with those that have that in 
common, hence the reason for the club.  We all should share the responsibilities to keep the NRLC alive and thriving.  I know many of you may not think you have 
enough knowledge or experience to Chair an NRLC show.  If you’re willing to step up and take on the responsibility, I guarantee you will get the support and 
education you need from the Board and those that consistently volunteer.   

Right now we have Co-Chairs for the fall 2011 Show, Donda Hilke & me.  Kirsten Becker has stepped up to coordinate either NRLC/LCA sponsored entries or a full 
AKC pointed show in 2012.  This will be our first regional AKC event.  Who will volunteer to work with Kirsten to make this a reality? Think about it, step up and join 
those that are willing to work to keep our club alive.    

Remember to take time and love your Leo every day, 

Michael Dumin, President NRLC                                                                                                                                                                                            

Northeast Regional Leonberger Club 
Spring 2011 Newsletter 
www.nrlcleos.org 
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2011 LCA NATIONAL SPECIALTY – “LEOS IN THE RING” 

Many of you traveled to Warwick, Rhode Island this past April for the 2011 LCA National Specialty.  A terrific time was had by all.  NRLC Board 
Member Elizabeth Burnham co-chaired this year’s specialty with Karen Zedeker.  The NRLC Board would like to give Elizabeth and Karen a 
round of applause for a job well done!  Thank you to all of the NRLC members that came out and participated in the various shows, obedience, 
rally and seminars…and a thank you to all the NRLC members that cheered them on!  Congratulations to the following NRLC members and their 
Leonbergers on their wins and placements at nationals: 

Thursday, April 14, 2011 Results Friday, April 15, 2011 Results 
Parent Club AKC Specialty 

Saturday, April 16, 2011 Results 
FCI Style LCA Specialty 

Non Regular 

Baby Puppy 
    1

st
 Redwood Trail Bourbon Joe, Michele Cohen (NY) 

Neutered Dog 
    1

st
 Griffin’s Nest Bright Beacon of Hope, Terry Fitch (ME) 

    2
nd

 Cherrywood’s Puttin On the Ritz, Susan Kent (NY) 
    3

rd
 Jedi von Alpensee, Ira Dierolf (PA) 

    4
th
 Pretty Boy Floyd von Stutensee, Marie & Randy Case (MA) 

Spayed Bitch 
    1

st
 Freedom Reigns vom Sanften Loewen, Robin Ruggiero (MA) 

    2
nd

 Joyful Juniper von der Lowenhohle, Gayle Troy (MA) 
    3

rd
 Cherrywood’s Krystal Jewels, Susan Kent (NY) 

Best Spay/Neuter 
    Freedom Reigns vom Sanften Loewen, Robin Ruggiero (MA) 
Junior Showmanship 

Senior Open 
    2

nd
 Kirsten Dodge (NY) 

Puppy Sweeps 
6-9 Month Puppy Dog 
    1

st
 Seelowen Kayak Calm Waters, Ray & Astrid Robitaille (MA) 

9-12 Month Puppy Dog 
    2

nd
 Heart of Gold’s Golden Gryphon, Jean Boggie (NJ) 

Best Puppy Dog 
    Seelowen Kayak Calm Waters, Ray & Astrid Robitaille (MA) 
6-9 Month Puppy Bitch 
    2

nd
 BlueBonnet’s Glamour Girl of Acorn, Dale Minardo (NY) 

9-12 Month Puppy Bitch 
    1

st
 Xinnia von Alpensee, Alida Greendyk (NJ) 

Best Puppy Bitch 
    Xinnia von Alpensee, Alida Greendyk (NJ) 
 
Best in Sweeps 
    Xinnia von Alpensee, Alida Greendyk (NJ) 

Junior Showmanship 

Senior Open 
    1

st
 Kirsten Dodge (NY) 

Best Junior Handler 
    Kirsten Dodge (NY) 
Rally-O 
Novice A 
    1

st
 Volinderhof Indigo Nilah, Lynn Baker (NH) 

    2
nd

 Griffins Nest Bright Beacon of Hope, Terry & Debby Fitch (ME) 
    4

th
 BoBev’s Runnin Down a Dream, Dale & Kirsten Becker (PA) 

Excellent B 
    1

st
 Jedi von Alpensee, Ira Dierolf (PA) 

Conformation 

Puppy Dog 6-9 Month 
    1

st
 Seelowen Kayak Calm Waters, Ray & Astrid Robitaille (MA) 

Puppy Dog 12-18 Month 
    3

rd
 BoBev’s Runnin Down a Dream, Dale & Kirsten Becker (PA) 

    4
th
 Derek das Original Member of the Leogang, Michele Cohen (NY) 

Novice Dog 
    4

th
 Sentez Lazer, Karen & Dale Minardo (NY) 

American Bred Dog 
    1st Stromboli von Alpensee, Ira Dierolf (PA) 
    4

th
 Serenity’s Prince of Zanzibar, Morgan Avila & Karen Locke (NY) 

Reserve Winners Dog 
    Stromboli von Alpensee, Ira Dierolf (PA) 
Puppy Bitch 6-9 Month 
    4th Bluebonnet’s Glamour Girl of Acorn, Karen & Dale Minardo (NY) 
Puppy Bitch 9-12 Month 
    1

st
 Xinnia von Alpensee, Alida Greendyk (NJ) 

Puppy Bitch 12-1 Month 
    1

st
 Super Serendipity v sanftenLoewen, Robin Ruggiero (MA) 

    4
th
 Dragonslair’s Nonchalant Nuance, Michael Gifford & Paula Verrier (CT) 

Novice Bitch 
    2

nd
 Dragonslair’s Nonchalant Nuance, Michael Gifford & Paula Verrier (CT) 

Amateur Owner Handler 
    1

st
 Dragonslair’s Nonchalant Nuance, Michael Gifford & Paula Verrier (CT) 

Veteran Bitch 
    1

st
 CH Zelda Lion de la Toison d’Or, Alida Greendyk (NJ) 

Reserve Winners Bitch 
    Xinnia von Alpensee, Alida Greendyk (NJ) 
Awards of Merit 
    CH Zelda Lion de la Toison d’Or, Alida Greendyk (NJ) 

Junior Showmanship 

Senior Open 
    2

nd
 Molly Robitaille (CT) 

    3
rd

 Kirsten Dodge (NY) 
Conformation 

6-9 Month Youth Dog 
    3

rd
 Seelowen Kayak Calm Waters, Ray & Astrid Robitaille (CT) 

    4
th
 Dragonslair’s Ohio Buckeye Two, Gayle Troy (NH) 

9-12 Month Youth Dog 
    1

st
 Heart of Gold’s Gryphon, Jean Boggie (NJ) 

12-18 Month Youth Dog 
    1

st
 BoBev’s Spartacus, Michael Dumin (PA) 

Best Youth Dog 
    BoBev’s Spartacus, Michael Dumin (PA) 
Open Dog 
    1

st
 Stromboli von Alpensee, Ira Dierolf (PA) 

    2
nd

 Mountain Lake’s Country Mile, Greg Hunter (MA) 
Winners Dog 
    BoBev’s Spartacus, Michael Dumin (PA) 
6-9 Month Youth Bitch     
    2

nd
 Bluebonnet’s Glamour Girl of Acorn,  Dale Minardo (NY) 

9-12 Month Youth Bitch 
    1

st
 Xinnia von Alpensee, "Zinnia"; Alida Greendyk (NJ) 

12-18 Month Youth Bitch 
    1

st
 Super Serendipity V Sanften Loewen, Robin Ruggiero (MA) 

Best Youth Bitch 
    Super Serendipity V Sanften Loewen, Robin Ruggiero (MA) 
Novice Bitch 
    3

rd
 El Dorado’s Arzu Aslan, Beth Currie (PA) 

Veteran Bitch 
    1

st
 CH Zelda de la Toison D’Or,  Alida Greendyk (NJ) 

    2
nd

 Kallistra von der Lowenhohle, Jean Boggie (NJ) 
Champion Bitch 
    3

rd
 CH Heart of Gold’s All That Glitters,  Jean Boggie (NJ) 

    4
th
 Acorn’s Judges Choice of BlueBonnet, Kirsten Dodge (NY) 

Reserve Winners Bitch 
    Super Serendipity V Sanften Loewen, Robin Ruggiero (MA) 
Best Veteran 
    CH Zelda de la Toison D’Or, Alida Greendyk (NJ) 
Breeder’s Group 
    1

st
 von Alpensee Kennel: Alida Greendyk (NJ) 

    3
rd

 BoBev’s Kennel: Beverly Travis (NY) 

 

 
 
“Leos in the Ring” – Reflections on Co-chairing a National Specialty 
By Elizabeth Burnham 
 
When I was asked to Co-Chair the 2011 LCA National Specialty in 2010, all I could think was “Wow, what an honor, but can I really do this?” After numerous phone 
calls between Brenda Ford, Chair of the NEC, and Karen Zedeker, my co-chair, I decided that yes, I can do this.  I had briefly shown one of my girls but that was it. 
Did I fully understand dog shows?  No, but my past careers were in event planning. Plus, I had an amazing co-chair and the support of the NEC. Dog Show for 
Dummy was about to become one of my many mottos. 

After nine months of intense planning, and, by intense, I mean a full time job, April 2011 arrived.  Over 200 passionate Leo owners arrived at the Crowne Plaza in 
Warwick, RI. with their magnificent Leos in tow.  I won’t go into the details of the show because you will read about it all in the next Leo Letter, and I don’t want to 
spoil your fun!  It suffices to say, if you were unable to attend, you were missed. And, you missed a grand five days of everything Leo related! 

This Specialty would not have been such a success if it hadn’t been for our amazing “Team” of Committee Chairs, many from the NRLC.  Please allow me to thank 
them again.  Robin Ruggiero – Chair of Merchandise, Michele Cohen – Co-Chair of Silent Auction and Raffle, Karen Knox – Co-Chair of Catalog Ad Sales, Debby 
Fitch – Vendor Chair, Greg and Linda Hunter – Co-Chairs of Registration, Astrid Robitaille – PR Chair.  Thank you, thank you “Team”.  The NRLC itself made a 
considerable donation to underwrite the cost of our “beach bags” (registration bags).  A large thank you also goes out to Mike Dumin for giving the okay to use NRLC 
equipment and to Donda Hilke who drove from CT to MA to CT to RI with the NRLC trailer. The NRLC raffle donation was amazing – thank you Mike and Susan for 
organizing this.  I cannot even begin to list the names of volunteers who stepped up to the plate – from Stewarding to working at the Registration Desk and beyond.  
You deserve a round of applause too!  

After my final meeting with the LCA Board and the NEC on Sunday morning, Bill and I packed up what had been my home for a week and headed home to our real 
home and life ever after.  Exhausted, exhilarated and at least a few pounds heavier, “Leos in the Ring” was over and it was a huge success.  I am still tying up loose 
ends but those are being checked off the list one by one. 

I would encourage each and every one of you to attend a National Specialty at least once in your life.  It is an amazing experience.  I also hope that you will sign up 
to volunteer at our upcoming MALC/NRLC show in Gettysburg and future events that our region will be involved in.  It takes many volunteers to put a show and/or 
event together.  You will learn a lot and get to know your fellow Leo pals a lot better.  Please contact Mike Dumin or Donda Hilke – Co-Chairs of Gettysburg and sign 
up to help.   

Thank you to all the NRLC members who made our National Specialty such a success!  See you in Gettysburg! 

 



 

 

NRLC THERAPY CORNER 

Each quarter we will share 
the story of an NRLC 

Therapy Team.  Please 
submit your therapy stories 
and a photo to be shared in 
future newsletter editions. 

 

SPOTLIGHT ON NRLC THERAPY TEAM:  Dr. Joe Licata and Moose 
By Dr. Joe Licata 
 
Of all the activities we can do with our Leonbergers there is, perhaps, no greater gratification than doing therapy work.  
Leonbergers, because of their natural disposition, size and “hugableness” make them the perfect therapy dog!  In 
order for your dog to do therapy work they must be certified through one of the organizations that do just that, such as 
The Good Dog Foundation, Delta Society,  Angel on a Leash etc.  This usually involves several weeks  of training your 
dog how to behave in a hospital, nursing home or other facility setting which requires them to learn how to approach a 
person in a wheelchair  or a bed, how not to  be frightened by an IV pole or crutches or a patient with a strange gait or 
wearing facial dressing. For most Leonbergers this is asking them to be themselves.   

Therapy dogs do a variety of work with patients. Some work with children who have Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder (ADHD), some help patients in rehab both physical and mental, some help ease the pain of patients receiving 
chemotherapy, and still others work with wounded war veterans. There are many programs in schools were children 
read while they sit next to outstretched Leonbergers. There are currently several ongoing scientific studies trying to 
evaluate the benefit, which has always been known intuitively, that therapy dogs have a proven medical benefit for 
patients.     

My Leonberger, Moose, is a certified therapy dog through The Good Dog Foundation and he works mostly at New York Presbyterian Weill Cornell Hospital and 
Mount Sinai Hospital. He was one of the dogs featured in the September 2010 AKC Gazette article, “King of Breeds” written by Mara Bovsun. Moose, like many 
therapy dogs, seems to sense when he is going on a therapy visit. Once his vest is put on he is ready to go.  

ñéItôs the combination of sweetness and size  
as if they are Psychiatrist and psychiatristôs couch all rolled into one.ò 

 
There are so many special encounters when one does therapy work. I have met many people that I would have never known if it wasn’t for the work I do with Moose. 
So many lives that he has touched, many not even intended.  For example, one day at NYH on our way to see patients on the cardiology and oncology wards we 
came upon a gentleman sitting on one of the benches hunched forward his head supported by his hands as he stared at the ground, lost in his thoughts. As we 
passed he glanced up and saw Moose, a sad smile washed over his face and he asked, “Can I pet your dog?”. “Of course”, I responded as I introduced Moose to 
him and explained what we do in the hospital. Moose instinctively sat next to the man and as he started to pet Moose’s head, his strokes became slower and longer 
and then he asked, “Do you think I can hug him”. “He would love it” I said. As his arms went around Moose’s neck and 
chest, and he placed his head next to Moose’s, I could tell the man’s eyes had welled up with tears. Moose sat calmly, 
but his eyes darted back and forth from the man to me as if he was asking me is he ok?  I said “good boy Moose” and 
at that moment the man began to cry and explained that he was taking a break from being at his wife’s bedside; she 
had been in a car accident and he wasn’t sure if she was going to make it. As I listened to his story I choked down the 
lump in my throat and tried to redirect the focus onto Moose as they teach you in the pet therapy course.  I told the 
man “I think Moose likes you” and he responded, “You think so? He is so wonderful, thank you for letting me hug him.” 
I thanked the man for petting him and said “I hope Moose made you feel better”. There is an innate quality in 
Leonbergers that brings out these emotions in the people they meet. As Mara Bovsun stated in her article “…it’s the 
combination of sweetness and size as if they are Psychiatrist and psychiatrist’s couch all rolled into one”.  As Moose 
and I said our goodbyes and walked off I looked back before we turned the corner and I could see the man was still 
smiling. All this and we hadn’t even started our therapy work on the wards yet. 

Not every encounter chokes me up, some are funny, some just pleasant, all always interesting, always rewarding. 
Once at Mount Sinai Hospital Moose and I visited with patient families as they waited for their loved ones to come out 
of ambulatory surgery. We must have met fifty people in one day who were anxiously passing the hours. One lady, 
after meeting Moose, petting him and having all her questions about Leonbergers answered said to me that she had 
been waiting for her husband for over 6 hours worried sick. She said her encounter with Moose was the first time all 
day that her thoughts were not on her husband, it was a moment of pleasant distraction and she thanked me for that. 
Another man commented after hugging Moose “Wow. He almost makes it worthwhile being sick.” We laughed and I 
said “he is good but not that good.’’ 

One would think that the job Moose does is not that taxing, getting hugged and petted by everyone, all I can say is 
that in the car Moose slept all the way home, spent from all his encounters. However, as I looked in the rear view 
mirror it almost seemed that Moose briefly grinned while he dreamt.  

“Moose” 



 

 

UPCOMING REGIONAL SHOWS, EDUCATIONAL EVENTS, SOCIALS AND PICNICS 
Send an email to kirsten_becker@comcast.net to have your upcoming social event or picnic featured in the NRLC newsletter.  

The MALC and NRLC Present:  
THE BATTLE OF THE LEONBERGERS “At the 150

th
 anniversary of the Battle of Gettysburg: the South rises again” 

 
Please join the MALC (Mid-Atlantic Leonberger Club) and the NRLC at the Eisenhower Hotel and Conference Center, www.eisenhower.com, for a fun-filled weekend 
October 21 through 23.  The weekend will kick-off on Friday with the famous Leo Lounge!  On Saturday there will be a non-pointed European style club show with 
written judge critiques followed by another Leo Lounge and a Saturday evening group dinner on-site.  On Sunday we have arranged for a private Gettysburg 
Battlefield tour – with our Leonbergers!  Many more activities are being planned…including a fabulous raffle! 

If you enjoy showing your Leo, are interested in history, just want to hang out with  your Leo and other Leo lovers, or all of the above mark your calendars and join us 
for The Battle of the Leonbergers!  The room rate is $99.00 per night with a one-time $40 dog fee.  When making room reservations please let them know that you 
are attending the Leonberger Dog Show to receive the discounted rate.  The reservation phone number for the Eisenhower is (717)334-8121.  The show premium, 
including further information, will be available in late July or early August and will be posted on the LCA, NRLC and MALC websites. 

In order to make this show a success we are looking for volunteers.  Please contact Mike Dumin, mdumin@mnsd.org or (215)855-0806, if you are interested in 
volunteering or have any questions.  The MALC and NRLC look forward to seeing you at this historic event! 

Colony of Leos 
NRLC member Karen Knox is organizing a Leo weekend at the Colony Hotel in Kennebunkport, Maine.  The weekend will coincide with the Colony Hotel’s “Dog 
Lover’s Weekend” when, during the final week the hotel is open, the hotel goes to the dogs…including a costume party and a swim in their pool.  The Colony Hotel is 
a very dog friendly resort with magnificent views of the Atlantic Ocean, a glorious beach and excellent food.  Charming Kennebunkport is right down the street and 
has numerous shops for browsing and all of the shop keepers welcome your dogs.  The Colony Hotel is giving our “colony of Leos” and their owners special room 
rates of $99.00, $139.00 and $159.00 per night which includes a very hearty breakfast buffet.  Please contact Karen Knox, knoxknox@hotmail.com, with any 
questions. 

 
 
 
HIGHLIGHTS OF RECENT REGIONAL SHOWS, EDUCATIONAL EVENTS, SOCIALS AND PICNICS 

 
Annual Memorial Weekend Get Together in Wells, Maine 
NRLC board member Robin Ruggiero and Mike LaFlamme recently hosted their annual Memorial Weekend get together in Wells, Maine.  Their social event was 
attended by 21 Leonbergers and 18 humans at Robin’s home in Wells, Maine on Sunday, May 29

th
.  Robin, Mike and their guests enjoyed visiting with old friends 

and meeting new friends through this wonderful breed.  The weather was wonderful, sunny and warm with a nice sea breeze.   

 

A great time was had by all! 

 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR YOUR NRLC BOARD MEMBERS: 

Michael Dumin, President – mdumin@mnsd.org 
Kirsten Becker, Vice President – kirsten_becker@comcast.net  
Donda Hilke, Secretary – donda8@att.net  
Beverly Travis, Ex-Officio Board Member and Treasurer, bobev@catskill.net  
Sharon Betts, Board Member, sharonbetts@gmail.com  
Elizabeth Burnham, Board Member – luv4leos@gmail.com  
Joe Licata, Board Member – drjoe@I-2000.com  
Robin Ruggiero, Board Member – robinr322@comcast.net 

mailto:kirsten_becker@comcast.net
http://www.eisenhower.com/
mailto:mdumin@mnsd.org
mailto:knoxknox@hotmail.com
mailto:mdumin@mnsd.org
mailto:kirsten_becker@comcast.net
mailto:donda8@att.net
mailto:bobev@catskill.net
mailto:sharonbetts@gmail.com
mailto:luv4leos@gmail.com
mailto:drjoe@I-2000.com
mailto:robinr322@comcast.net


 

 
NRLC Member Photos 

Each quarter we will announce in our newsletter the “member photo theme” for the next quarter.  We are asking 
members to submit a photo (one per Leo) that best meets the theme.  All submitted photos will be featured in the 

NRLC Member Photos section of the newsletter.  Send your photo to kirsten_becker@comcast.net; be sure to include 
the name of your Leo. 

Summer 2011 Photo Theme: Goofy Leos 
See below for an example of a goofy Leo from NRLC Leo ñRutgerò. 

FOCUS ON NRLC MEMBER: Sharon Betts 

NRLC member (and current NRLC board member) Sharon Betts of Maine has been an integral part of developing the new Leonberger-U.org website.  Sharon has 
been working behind the scenes as the webmaster for the interactive courses offered by Leonberger-U.  The Leonberger-U mission is: to preserve and protect the 
breed and the past and future legacy of the Leonberger Club of America by providing an engaging learning environment of continuing education programs in all 
areas of Leonberger interest.  The courses are home-study, interactive and just plain fun.  And the courses are FREE! 

Sharon has this to say about the experience, “It is very rewarding to be involved in an endeavor that combines three of my favorite topics:  education, technology and 
Leonbergers!”  Please be sure to check out Leonberger-U both to see the hard work NRLC member Sharon Betts has contributed and to expand your knowledge of 
the Leonberger! 
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